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Every home needs early warning if there is a fire. The sound of the smoke alarm 
provides extra time to follow your escape plan and get out safely. For more fire 
protection, the Home Safety Council suggests installing home fire sprinkler 
systems, which put water on a fire in its early stages.  If you are moving into an 
apartment, choose a building with fire sprinklers.  If you are going to remodel 
your home or are planning to build a new home, consider installing a sprinkler 
system.  Review these facts about fire sprinklers and learn more about having 
them installed in your home.  
 

• Sprinklers react quickly, when a fire is still small.  The spray of water stops 
or contains the fire and slows the spread of smoke, giving your family 
more time to safely escape.  

• While their main role is to save lives, sprinklers also protect property.  
• Sprinklers do not respond to smoke; they respond to the high temperature 

of a fire. 
• Sprinklers operate individually.  Usually only one sprinkler is needed to 

control a home fire. 
• Sprinklers put far less water on a fire than fire hoses do – about 1/10th the 

amount. 
• Sprinklers react while fires are still small, limiting the fire and smoke 

damage at home. 
 

Safety Assignment:  
• Investigate home fire sprinkler system options.  

 
For more information on home fire sprinkler protection and fire safety, please visit 
www.homesafetycouncil.org.   
 


